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The main Pathet Lao effort ceems to be an attack from the north 

toward Luang Prabang. A P town called Nam Bac fell on January 7 
after an intensive four-hour mortar and recoilless rifle attack. 

The Pathet Lao numbered about .TOO.’ Government forces destroyed 
some ammunition and apparently saved their weapons in the with- 
drawal to Muong Sai, 30 miles west. This latter town possesses 
a 3000-foot sod runway. Possession of Nam Bac makes it possible 
for the Co mmuni sts to go down the river toward Luang Prabang. 
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The government forces, meanwhile, reportedly possess the road 
junction where the XiengKhouang road forks to Luang Prabang and 
Vientiane. Furthermore, the troops' In Luapg Prabang have been a 
reenforced by a battalion {338 men). The King has returned to f 
Luang Prabang after the formalities at Vientiane. The bulk of the 
Boun Oum forces in the Xleng Khouang area have withdrawn about ^ 
40 miles southeast of that town. Many of these are Meo tribesmen. 
Plans are for a counterattack north from Paksane to retake the 
Plains des Jar res. 
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We have authorised use of counterpart funds to provide a bonus of 
one-month's pay for FAL personnel in the Vientiane combat. A 
q -47 with a K-38 camera is now available. T-6s are now author- 
ised for use within Laos for all operations exept bombing, and 
CINCPAC may now use U.$. .military aircraft to move supplies. 

The RLG has notified its embassy in London to warn the Soviets 
one day before the first T#6 mission is flown. Despite this fact, 
the Soviets have not at this time ceased aerial resupply of the 

Pathet L&o* . 
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The Joint Chiefs have authorised the use of our military aircraft 
in the Thai festivities for the : return of the King and Queen on 
January 20. 
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The big problem seems to be the question of the reactivation of the 
ICC. The Indians have approached the Soviets directly on this matter 
and the British, while annoyed, feel we should go along. Our own — _ 
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diplomatic position at this moment is that the ICC cool* be reactivated 
« 4er some stringent conditions, which means primarily that 
woom be to end Pathet Lao military operations and end Comm^P 
military assistance. The Thais are relieved tp learn of thTTondf 

* b * ^ these condition^ would be 

»PP.U L“seATO m e , W ‘ y * ° ! thi, conflict; (1) Lao 

Gcneva rlf^. ' apP “‘ “ tt ' UN| < 3 > ■’'convocation of the 

nS 01 *' icc: “ 4 ,5 ' «-*« - . 

° { action 5 but CINCPAC, while recognising 

tnJ* < 8 P ° litiCal decl8ion ’ has Pointed out the very severe 
* T Ji i ? lpact 8ucha move ..would have. Primarily, he feels that it 
would hinder our operations whil* : not hindering the Cor^unist^ In 

SEAT , O ,ra H 0a *’ h * refer8 toboth resupply and direct involvement under 
SEATO. He summaries by saying: "For the above reasons ClNCPAr 
feels that reintroduction of the ICC mioht reasons ciNCPAC 

the national interest oTthe £s.» * interc ' tB b * 

As Of today, military operations in Laos seem to be a little better 
At the very least, Phoumi is getting them to regroupandplanle 
counterattacks, and reinforcements are being sent to critical a^eaj 

CUBA 



i s 


■ i» 


ha V ep0rte<Uir toId Mexicaa Ambassador, who 

tend« f^ e ia£ ° rm * tioa oato the U.S., Air Attache, that Castro in. 

* . d ® t f U ? a 8im ultaneoue air/ground attack on Guantanamo Naval 
Base before January 20th. The Watch Committee ha. evalS^s 

Question 8 ! P M b !f 5ly fal ?' ! Fo, 0ne ***“« the Mexican Ambassador in 
question is highly unreliable and it is believed that the Soviets would 

di. courage flri. type of action on hi. par, .inc. h, i^oUfc.ly Totav. 

to force IIS* l 8 r CC88> lt , l8 , poB8lble that this rumor is but a spread 

current ooUcvtf’hS'' 1 ’ ?’ rCM wh, ' h W °“ w instantiate Caetro'e 
current policy of building tension over U.S. invasion. 

FiMlly, however, in the light of C.tro'. obvlou. InetablUty. the 
report cannot be completely discounted* « 
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